Church on the Edge of Somewhere: Ministry, Marginality, and the Future

“A vision is not a mission statement,” declares George Thompson. In the
throes of establishing their congregational identity, many church leaders
resort to developing a mission statement which gets put in a file drawer and
forgotten until the next budget review. The problem is that mission statements
focus on concrete achievements; a vision, in contrast, establishes the larger
picture of aim, broad purpose, and hopes.
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Knowing where they stand now is the key for congregations to discover where they must go in the future to fully live out
their call to be God's people in the world. Thompson sees a church that is deeply engaged in ministering to the
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